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Priority Areas

Mostly zones of high recharge and relatively
shallow regolith up-slope of deeply weathered
zones (DWZ), sluggish valley floors or deep
alluvial sediments in low rainfall (<550mm)

High:

Moderately high:

Moderate:

Low:

Mostly zones of high recharge and relatively
shallow regolith up-slope of DWZ and sluggish
valley floors in medium rainfall (550-700mm)
and
DWZ summit and hillslopes in low rainfall zones
(<550mm)

Mostly DWZ summit and hillslopes
in high rainfall zones (>700mm)
[Excepting Western Flat Creek]

Mostly zones of high recharge and relatively
shallow regolith up-slope of DWZ and
sluggish valley floors in high rainfall (>700mm)
and
DWZ summit and hillslopes in medium
rainfall zones (550-700mm)
and
DWZ summit and hillslopes in Western
Flat Creek (>700mm, but poor drainage)

Localised priority areas
may be present but are
not currently mapped.

Other catchment areas:
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HIGH
· acceptable impact on

streamflow
· maximum reduction of

downstream salinity

MEDIUM

LOW

QUESTIONABLE
· may reduce local salinity, but...
· unacceptable impact on

streamflow, and
· may increase rather than

decrease downstream salinity

Targeted planting of trees and other deep-rooted perennial plants is an important activity for managin g salinity. Trees can
reduce recharge to groundwater, but can also reduce valuable catchment run-off to streams and rivers.

· High priority areas for tree planting are those co ntributing to high stream salinity.
· Low priority areas for tree planting are those con tributing to low stream salinity.

The maps below demonstrate a process for defining priority tree planting areas to reduce downstream sa linity. This process
is based on flow weighted salinity and uses the upper Loddon River catchment of the Murray-Darling Bas in as an example.

SALT

PRIORITY

WATER STREAM
SALINITY

TREE PLANTING
EFFECT
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R

IO
R

IT
Y

For further information
contact the

Murray-Darling Basin
Commission on
(02) 6279 0100

or visit
www.mdbc.gov.auTargeted planting of trees and other deep-rooted perennial plants is an important activity for managin g salinity. Trees can

reduce recharge to groundwater, but can also reduce valuable catchment run-off to streams and rivers.

· High priority areas for tree planting are those co ntributing to high stream salinity.
· Low priority areas for tree planting are those con tributing to low stream salinity.

The maps below demonstrate a process for defining priority tree planting areas to reduce downstream sa linity. This process
is based on flow weighted salinity and uses the upper Loddon River catchment of the Murray-Darling Bas in as an example.
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The information contained in this product is subject to the limitations of the data and methods that have been applied. The information should not be used beyond these limitations. The Murray-Darling Basin Commission and its partner Governments disclaim all liability for loss or damage arising from reliance upon the information in this product.


