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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  
 

These guidelines were written to provide assistance to biodiversity assessors and landholders 

who wish to manage Eucalyptus leucoxylon (SA blue gum) and Eucalyptus fasciculosa (pink 

gum) woodlands in an ecologically sensitive manner.   

 

Few high quality examples of Eucalyptus leucoxylon (SA blue gum) and Eucalyptus fasciculosa 

(pink gum) woodlands remain.  Remnants are more likely to occur south east and north west of 

Lake Alexandrina within the Coorong LAP district, however a few highly degraded examples 

were found as roadside vegetation near the Rockleigh area within the Eastern Hills and Murray 

Plains LAP. 

 

Information is primarily targeted at existing stands of remnant Eucalyptus leucoxylon (SA blue 

gum) and Eucalyptus fasciculosa (pink gum) woodlands.  Some information is provided 

regarding revegetation and establishing a woodland on previously cropped or mechanically 

disturbed ground, however restoration, natural regeneration and conservation of existing native 

vegetation is far more efficient ecologically and economically than revegetation.  It is also more 

respectful of existing native vegetation. 
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INTRODUCTION  
 

These guidelines were written at the request of the Goolwa to Wellington, Murray Mallee and 

Eastern Hills and Murray Plains Local Action Planning (LAP) groups identified the importance 

of Eucalyptus leucoxylon (SA blue gum) and Eucalyptus fasciculosa (pink gum) woodlands 

within their boundaries and specifically within the Coorong LAP area.   

 

The guidelines are designed to assist local biodiversity assessors to tailor management options 

for individual sites and landholders.  These guidelines have also been written in a manner that 

can be directly utilised by discerning landholders.   

 

While written for Eucalyptus leucoxylon (SA blue gum) and Eucalyptus fasciculosa (pink gum) 

woodlands these guidelines are equally applicable to other woodland communities within the 

region.  

 

These guidelines should go some way towards encouraging biodiversity assessors and 

landholders to manage their Eucalyptus leucoxylon (SA blue gum) and Eucalyptus fasciculosa 

(pink gum) woodlands in a more sensitive manner.   
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DESCRIPTION OF VEGETATION C OMMUNITY  
 

Vegetation Community refers to the assemblage of plants occurring in a given location, and can 

be described using Spechtôs Major Vegetation Structural Formations in South Australia (Croft, 

Pedler and Milne 2005). 

 

Each description is based on the height and projected foliage cover of the tallest dominant layer 

of vegetation; in this case Eucalyptus leucoxylon (SA blue gum) and Eucalyptus fasciculosa 

(pink gum).  Sometimes the dominant understorey is also included in the description.  In a 

woodland the understorey could range from numerous shrub species to grasses. 

 

Technically, a Eucalyptus leucoxylon (SA blue gum) and Eucalyptus fasciculosa (pink gum) 

woodland would be one where the tree layer is 10 ï 30m high and the overall projected foliage 

cover is 10 ï 30% with both species in approximately the same proportion throughout the 

woodland.   

 

In reality few locations within the study area would contain Eucalyptus leucoxylon (SA blue 

gum) and Eucalyptus fasciculosa (pink gum) in this range.  In some areas the height would be 

less than 10m and the projected foliage cover would drop to 1 ï 10%.  These communities would 

formally be referred to as Eucalyptus leucoxylon (SA blue gum) and Eucalyptus fasciculosa 

(pink gum) Low Open Woodland.  For the purpose of this project any occurrence of Eucalyptus 

leucoxylon (SA blue gum) and Eucalyptus fasciculosa (pink gum) will be considered to be a 

woodland. 

 

These guidelines are equally applicable to woodlands, which contain other tree species including 

Allocasuarina verticillata (drooping sheoak), Callitris gracilis (southern cypress pine) or other 

eucalypt species. 

 

Figures 1, 2 & 3.  Left and middle, Eucalyptus leucoxylon (SA blue gum) flower buds are 

large and in groups of three, fruits are in groups of three or less.  Right, Eucalyptus 

fasciculosa (pink gum) flowers and fruits generally in groups of seven crowded together to 

form larger clusters of flowers. 


