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Angas River Catchment Group
A huge thankyou to the ongoing support and enthusiasm of the ARCG committee
throughout 2017/2018, and all the volunteers who have attended our events. The
group has once again been supported through the Strathalbyn Natural Resource Centre,
Goolwa to Wellington Local Action Planning Association, South Australian MurrayDarling Basin Natural Resource Management Board and Alexandrina Council. This
ongoing support has enabled the group to undertake a range of projects and activities
during the past year.
Key projects/activities the ARCG have been involved with include:
• Receiving a grant through the Alexandrina Council Community Environment Grants
round to assist with managing EPBC listed Peppermint Box Grassy Woodlands in
the Strathalbyn District. This has enabled Adelaide Flora Management to undertake
weed control at Burnside Track and Forrest Road Reserve, building on working
bees of the group and supporting additional plantings. This year we have worked
with the Scouts and Archery Club to undertake the plantings as they have leases
over the land and ARCG is working to encourage and support them with the
management of the environmental aspects.

•
•
•

•

Management of North Parade Wetland and Wylie Avenue has continued through
support of Alexandrina Council
We have held working bees to support the Macclesfield Bushcare Group and
activities in Paris Creek
In conjunction with NR SAMDB, Spring and Autumn BioBlitz sampling has been
undertaken for water quality and macro invertebrates at several locations across
the Angas River Catchment, further building a base line data set
We have been linked in with Eastern Fleurieu School Strathalbyn Campus for the
Goolwa to Wellington LAP’s ‘Our Place’ Program, encouraging students to explore
and experience the local environment.

Once again thank you to everyone for their support and involvement with Angas River
Catchment Group and we look forward to an active year ahead.

Goolwa Coastcare Group
Goolwa Coastcare group undertakes a range of coastal works in partnership with
GWLAP through funding from Natural Resources SA Murray Darling Basin as part of a
long -standing partnership.
•
•
•

Eight Goolwa Coastcare working bees on more than 30 Ha of coastal remanet
vegetation – more than 120 volunteer hours
Provide technical support to local government and assisted with plant selection
for coastal revegetation.
Attracted $15,000 from Landcare Australia and Coca-Cola to reduce marine
debris entering the oceam between the Murray Mouth and Middleton.

Students from various Fleurieu schools were hosted through GWLAP’s Our Place
program. GWLAP and Goolwa Coastcare took more than 60 students on a walking tour
of the Goolwa coastal area where local conservation issues were discussed including:
• Pyp grass invasion and effects on dune health
• Cultural significance and acknowledgement of traditional owners
• Ngarrindjeri involvement with coastal erosion works in past projects and why
this is important
• Introduction to various coastal native plants including bush-tucker plants
• Nursery visit to learn about best practice weeds and their effect on coastal
environments
• Seed collection
• Weeding in natural areas.
Other achievements:
Family planting event held with more than 20 volunteers assisting in the planting of
more than 800 seedlings and learning about our coastal habitats.
Provided talk to various coastal stakeholders at Encounter Beaches meeting at Port
Elliot.
Sourced funding for 2 new garden sheds at the Alexandrina Community Nursery.
Provided input into local coastal reserves management and protection.
Supported one local secondary student to complete community volunteering component
of their school studies.
Held a corporate planting event with more than 500 Bunnings employees on a long term
coastal site.

Doctors Creek Landcare Group
Doctors Creek is a significant tributary feeding into the Angas River between
Macclesfield and Strathalbyn, which we understand and acknowledge primarily
traverses Peramangk country just west of Ngarrindjeri country.
The long term aim of Doctors Creek Landcare Group has been to enhance land and water
management within the Doctors Creek catchment, including biodiversity and
productivity.
Over the past year, to the extent that time and resources allow, group members have
continued efforts to enhance the sustainability and resilience of their properties with
respect to natural resource management. This has included:
• Ongoing management of weeds primarily in existing native vegetation and in
regeneration and revegetation areas, with some weed eradication in new sites in
preparation for further revegetation and in pastures.
• Small-scale revegetation of riparian and dryland sites to extend corridors, increase
diversity of species, reduce erosion, and generally expand existing plantings for
natural, aesthetic and production benefits, again with variable success and lessons.
• Activities to mitigate and respond to the effects of a changing climate, including
more intense and variable climatic conditions and resulting hazards – increased and
extended wildfire risks, perceived increased wind intensity, reduced rainfall and
sub-soil moisture, and possible related old tree stress and deaths.
• Ongoing informal monitoring of change, including plants, birds and animals: the
spread of small understory plants, native lilies and the like in weed-managed areas,
and the resilience of native grasses has been noted but are off-set by the ongoing
spread of invasive plant, bird and animal species, including bridal creeper and
soursob, blackbirds and sparrows, and rabbits.
• Capacity building through education opportunities and access to resources
including:
o free workshops and sessions made available through the Goolwa to
Wellington LAP, Natural Resources SA Murray-Darling Basin and others
including the Macclesfield Bushcare Group and Cornerstone College Purtinga
Environment Centre;
o access to advice and practical assistance, particularly through the NRM
Centres in Strathalbyn and Mount Barker.
Doctors Creek is one of the significant tributaries feeding into the Angas River. Last year
we reported on the changing flow patterns of Doctors Creek over the past 30-plus years,
noting that it flows for a shorter period, with longer dry periods, and is now considered
an ephemeral stream. This year, for the first time in living memory (to the extent that
historical accounts can be ascertained), Doctors Creek has not received sufficient water
to flow down its entirety – that is, the creek is yet to flow at all in some properties
through which it traverses (see photos). While a lower that average winter rainfall may
well account for this, it remains unclear how water capture and use across the
catchment may be impacting on the integrity of creek water volume and flows. It would
be interesting to monitor the impact on various in-creek and riparian species that rely
on some flow to remain healthy and viable from season to season, including
invertebrates, yabbies, frogs, water rats, birds of various sorts, and the diversity of flora
that support these.
The Landcare Group welcomes new members.

Doctors Creek Landcare Group acknowledges the Goolwa-Wellington LAP and Natural
Resources SA Murray-Darling Basin for their continued support of community groups
and property managers in our area.
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Finniss Catchment Group
2018 has been another productive year for the Finniss Catchment Group. A total of 1850
volunteer hours was worked at the Nursery , working bees, waterwatch monitoring and bio
blitzes. A great effort from our small band of willing volunteers.
The FCG Cowshed nursery had a very successful year completing a propagation contract for
over 13,000 plants for regeneration of three Goolwa sites by the GWLAP. Our nursery manager,
Helen Fenton has, once again, done an outstanding job of nurturing the plants. Unfortunately the
nursery has now been mothballed as there are no current prospects for contracts in the coming
year. This is disappointing on so many fronts. To lose expertise gained over years, to lose our
regular Thursday morning nursery ( and coffee) sessions and not to be providing thousands of
local provenance native plants for the environment.
We have continued our war on woody weeds with regular, monthly, Saturday morning weeding
bees along a 10 kilometre section of the Finniss, upstream from the Alexandrina Road bridge.
We do need to find some younger warriors prepared to spend some time in our beautiful
environment. There is great satisfaction to be had in the fact that the river and riparian zone is
looking better and better. Many thanks to Derek Fenton who has been the driving force,
applying for grants, organising our bees and always providing delicious cake.
The Finniss River-Closing the Gap
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This year we have continued professional spraying in difficult terrain with $4,000 from funds
earned by our nursery , along with $1,000 from the NRM board, plus $2,000 worth of work done
by local contractor, Greg Dalton of Creation Care.. We have reduced our target to seven
kilometres of the most remote and rich section. For next year the FCG has allocated $3,500 to
work on reducing the gap ( red section on the map) plus a $1,500 grant from NRM SAMDB.
Maintenance in the controlled area ( blue section) is dependent on our working bees.

We are fortunate to have been granted $10,000 from the Federal Government under their
National Landcare Programme. Thanks to Ben at the GWLAP for his professional input into the
application. We are hopeful this will go a long way to closing the gap.
In addition to the Biobitzes in autumn and spring, we have commenced monthly water
monitoring at our six sites along the Finniss River, Bull Creek and Meadows Creek hoping to
provide a more continuous picture of the state of the river. This sampling is timed to coincide
with sampling in other local rivers, allowing data comparison.

We are planning a Bat information/ field day in November .the date is to be confirmed. All
welcome.

Flaxley Landcare Group 2018
The Flaxley Landcare Group is located on the headwaters of the Angas River. It is a group of
landholders involved in protecting remnant vegetation and riparian areas and enhancing these
areas by revegetating linking corridors; sustainable farming and supporting members through
group information and education. The group continues to care for two Trees for Life Bushcare
sites one on Red Gum Road and one on the Strathalbyn Rd as well as a Council reserve on the
Angas River.
More details are available from our website
http://users.tpg.com.au/welsh2/flaxleylandcare/index.html
Over the last 12 months Council and NRM grant funding has assisted in reducing problem weeds
including ivy, pittosporum, and bridal creeper in remnant vegetation on roadsides and reserves
in the area. Work is continuing to minimise the weeds in these areas.
The group thanks Trees for Life, Bush for Life program and their volunteers for their support
and work in the Bush for Life sites.
New members are very welcome.
Anne Welsh, President

Kanmantoo-Callington Landcare Group
The Kanmantoo-Callington Landcare Group continues to be active in landcare activities
& maintains a strong profile in the community. The main achievements this year were
1) six working bees to plant, weed & water in our various sites around the district, 2)
buying a ride-on mower to manage Steele Road Reserve, 3) getting a grant from Mount
Barker Council to employ a contractor to treat the seventy-seven olives along Sawpit
Gully Road, Kanmantoo. In all, approx 350 hours of volunteer work were completed.
Callington Nature Garden behind the Callington Hall
The Nature Garden continues to be a major focus. This year we added logs in the garden
to encourage nature play, and erected 6 wooden poles with children’s inlaid decorated
tiles. Both add to the attraction of the Garden. There were a number of working bees
and the Planning sub-committee has made recommendations for the future.
Steele Road Reserve, Callington
The Landcare Group was given ‘care and control’ of this land from the Murray Bridge
Council in 2017. The land is 1.5ha on the south-east corner of Callington, visible on the
left as Callington is approached from the SE Freeway. We have acquired funds from
grants and community donations to buy a ride-on mower. Soccer goals & more plants
have been added. The Reserve looks much more attractive and children are starting to use it.
We have plans to add seating, a table, a shelter and perhaps a toddler’s bike trail in the
future.
Callington Hill Grassland Reserve
The weeding of Scabious weed has continued with KC Landcare volunteers and Murray Bridge
Council contractors. Work needs to continue of course, but we have made a significant
difference to the value of this reserve. Some of the larger Callitris pressii have been removed by
Council to encourage the grassland character of the Reserve.
Callington Show

The KCLG stall at the Callington Show 2017 received some pretty windy weather but
was kept busy with enquiries. The theme was ‘Grow me Instead’, which tied in with the
adjacent GWLAP stall, with Sherie Bain and Jacqui Wilson answering questions from the
public and giving away some plants. The stall is an important part of the Landcare’s
activities, as it is a great opportunity to engage with the public.
Sawpit Gully Road, Kanmantoo

This roadside has significant remnant vegetation and is a delight to drive along. It has
had a growing number of olives reshooting however, so the KCLG employed a contractor
to treat them, hopefully permanently.
Community Working Bee
Twenty-two people came to help plant along the Old Princes Highway in Callington. This was
particularly degraded area, but the new plants will connect habitats on either side. It was tough
going due to the lack of rain, and a follow-up working bee was held two weeks later. 200 plants
put in altogether. Our reward however, was a Red-capped Robin which stayed around for the
whole of the working bee, using our guards as perches.

As always, the support of GWLAP has been invaluable. The SAMDBNRM, the Mount
Barker District Council, the Eastern Hills & Murray Plains and Hillgrove Resources have
also been very supportive.
Contact:
Rose Ashton, Secretary
rosepaul88@bigpond.com

ph 8537 5243 / 0419 735 001
A Red-capped Robin supervising the community working bee on 3rd June 2018.

Steele Road Reserve being mowed with our new mower by a member of the KCLG, July
2018. Planted & guarded Dodonea viscosa from 2017 in guards in foreground.

Macclesfield Bushcare Group
As usual, the small number of volunteers of the Macclesfield Bushcare Group and Trees For Life
Bush For Life programme and other locals have continued to care for the bushland around
Macclesfield by removing weeds to encourage the natural regeneration of native plants for
habitat of native animals and birds. Some planting has also occurred to put back where very
little native vegetation remains.
It has been encouraging to see that areas of the Day Paddock Reserve where broad scale
spraying of Gorse has occurred have thrived with it’s removal and it has taken little work to
remove new growth and allow regeneration to occur. Brian and Pam Knill have undertaken the
removal of a large patch of Gorse along the eastern fence line and there were hundreds of lilies
emerging.
We have pushed back the edges of the infestation throughout the reserve and can now stand in
some areas and not see a single weed!! We are seeing native plants not previously seen there.
The students from the Macclesfield Primary School once again patrolled the western slope and
removed hundreds of Monadenia plants. Contractors employed through Council grant funding
have also allowed for more spraying of Gorse on the western side of the main infestation and
more careful removal through areas of good vegetation.
The students also helped plant hundreds of trees, shrubs, groundcovers and native grasses near
the entrance to Crystal Lake Sculpture Park. Because Dave and Anne Welsh undertook the
enormous job of watering through last summer, these plants have done amazingly well. More
plants will be added to an area to the south of the reserve in August. Anne and Dave and
contractors have also undertaken weed control.
Local and Trees For Life Volunteers continue to work through the Stone Reserve, but very little
has been achieved in The Night Paddock, The Gummy Track or the Cemetery this year.
After speaking at last year’s AGM, Nicola Barnes from SA MDB organized for Sapphire McMullinFisher from Victoria to run a Fungus identification walk for members of the Bushcare Group and
public at Bradstreet’s Bush during a cold wet morning in June. We found more than 20 species
in a short time and learnt how important fungus is in supporting all the other species in an
ecosystem.
We have had some discussion with staff of the Council regarding the parklands and this will
continue in the near future with the development of an Open Space Plan for the town.
Once again I would like to thank all of the small but increasing, dedicated group of bushcare
volunteers and the Stone Reserve volunteers who are involved in the on-ground work in the
parklands. I acknowledge the Angas River Catchment Group, the Goolwa To Wellington LAP,
Trees For Life, and SAMDB, Mt Barker Council for funding assistance and other support.
We are part of a larger contingent of people concerned about the environment in the
Macclesfield area. It is encouraging to see new residents acquiring what was farming land and
hearing that they are going to return it to it’s natural condition.
Sue Bradstreet
Chairperson

