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The purpose of the Alliance is to deliver improved environmental on-ground actions, a community
better supported to work for the benefit of nature, and strong advocation for the environment in the

Eastern Fleurieu region.

Knowledge and information sharing
Working together to achieve efficiencies
Coordination of on-ground works for greater outcomes
A strong unified voice to advocate to council, Government and other bodies
Joint applications for funding opportunities

5 Alliance meetings
Established a Terms of Reference
Bus tour visiting several member sites
Successful in gaining funding for 6 member groups through a joint Healthy Rivers Grant
application

The Eastern Fleurieu Community Environmental Alliance is a network of 15 community-based
groups with a focus on on-ground environmental action. 

Objectives of the Alliance are;

Achievements for 2021-22

This report is a summary of the year by some of our members, if you are interested in a specific
report, we can put you into contact with the appropriate group.
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Eastern Fleurieu Community
Environmental Alliance

Enjoying a field trip, October 2021



Members

Angas Bremer Water Management Committee
Angas River Catchment Group
Clayton Bay Nursery and Environment Group
Doctors Creek Landcare Group
Finniss Catchment Group
Flaxley Landcare Group
Friends of Cox Scrub
Friends of Nurragi
Goolwa Coastcare
Goolwa to Wellington Local Action Planning Association 
Hills Biodiversity Group
Hindmarsh Island Landcare Group
Kanmantoo-Callington Landcare Group
Macclesfield Bushcare Group
Prospect Hill Bushland Group

For more information about the Eastern Fleurieu Community Environmental Alliance, please
contact Sarah Ansell on 0417 949 336 or sarah.ansell@gwlap.org.au

The Eastern Fleurieu Community Environmental Alliance is supported by Goolwa to Wellington
Local Action Planning Association and the Hills and Fleurieu Landscape Board’s Grassroots
Grants Program, and is funded by the landscape levy. 
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Scout land with the scouts
Archery Reserve
Wylie Avenue with the Girl Guides
Burnside track/Betty Westwood reserve

Activities and achievements 2021-22

We engaged a contractor to remove a significant area of Aleppo pines from the Archery
Reserve, following up from a large-scale removal in 2010. This extends the weed control of
Aleppo within EPBC listed woodland (funded by a Hills and Fleurieu Landscape Board
Grassroots grant).

We held 4 community planting days getting 5-600 plants in the ground, including some rarer
plants propagated by cuttings. Planting was completed at the following locations;

We have been involved in scoping/planning work for the EFCEA alliance grant, including
walking the Angas with volunteers and contractors.

We shared in a working bee in the day paddock with the Macclesfield Bushcare Group on 6th
Oct 2021. 

 

The Angas River Catchment Group is a small group of dedicated volunteers
based in Strathalbyn who care for the environment in the catchment of the
Angas River. We have a close relationship with the Macclesfield Bushcare
Group who are active in the Macclesfield area further up the Angas. Most
areas that we work on are owned by the Alexandrina council.

Angas River Catchment Group

The group in action



Burnside track/ Betty Westwood reserve
North Parade wetland
Wylie Ave
Forrest Rd reserves (archery and scout)
Main focus will be the Healthy Rivers Grant in
conjunction with the alliance
Possibility being explored of working with Girl
Guides to do some revegetation at Glenbarr
Continuance of weed work at several reserves with
contractors
Community engagement as opportunities present-
eg Heather speaking at Lion’s club on 19th Sep
Work with alliance to strengthen links with council
Great to see some new volunteers show an interest
and come out to our plantings, fostered by a
renewed push on Facebook via other Strathalbyn
Facebook pages. 
A new partnership with the Strathalbyn Girl Guides
has begun
Continued partnership with Alexandrina Council,
Strathalbyn Scouts and Great Southern Archers over
the Forrest Road reserves

Projects for 22-23

Contracted weed control work at the following sites

Annual Report 2021-22

The Angas River

Successful in winning a Healthy Rivers grant (as part of larger
Eastern Fleurieu Community Environment Alliance) for woody
weed control ($18, 000) and revegetation ($1,500) along the
Angas River in Strathalbyn 
Successful in winning a Grassroots grant from the Hills and
Fleurieu Landscape Board for Forrest Reserve pine removal and
planting ($9,100)
Successful in winning an Alexandrina Council Environment grant
for Burnside track ($2,500)

Milestones celebrated



The main issues members are working on continue to be pest plant and animal management,
revegetation and biodiversity promotion, riparian rehabilitation/management, and bushfire
preparedness considerations. We enjoy sharing biodiversity observations with one another,
especially as reveg and protected areas mature, as well as experience arising from works we’ve
been undertaking as property managers. This also includes discussion on, for example, the role
and management of weeds e.g. patches of gorse provide important long-standing habitat for
some otherwise struggling species, the spread of herbaceous-type weeds that are not responsive
to organic weed control, consideration of regenerative agricultural approaches in the
management of lifestyle properties, and so on.  

 
Members have expressed concern for implications arising from changing climate as it relates to
biodiversity, sustainability, etc. This is most noticeable with the increasingly reduced time and
volume that Doctors Creek now flows; this situation is likely also impacted upon by increased
extraction and size of in-course dams. The variation in climate also appears to be impacting on
the nature and viability of vegetation, including large trees as well as revegetation, and some
members are moving towards revegetating with drier landscape species. Of course, all of these
changes have interconnected effects on birds, animals and invertebrates. The opportunity to
understand these complex relationships and implications for management, particularly within the
realm of our group, is of enduring interest.
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Doctors Creek Landcare Group

While individual landholders continue to be active in various ways and
collaborate as and when we can, with the 2021-22 year being a busy one, has
meant that as a group Doctors Creek Landcare has experienced a limited
capacity. We have been grateful for the opportunities presented by GWLAP
and also the Landscape Board, but again the majority of members have not
been in a position to take these up at this time. 



Many of the group have a local property interest, but we do welcome anyone who would like to
contribute their time. The "weed bees" conclude with a much appreciated cake and cuppa and a
chance to chat and catch up.

On Ground Works

In 2021-2022 the Saturday morning groups averaged around 12 participants for a total of 440
volunteer hours.

From 2010-2018, in response to the need for revegetation stock following low lake and river
levels, the Catchment Group volunteers operated the Finniss Cowshed Nursery, producing some
100,00 seedlings. Proceeds from the sale of these have provided funds which allow us to
supplement grants from State and Federal Governments.

The Finniss Catchment Group formed in the late 90’s to address
environmental issues along the Finniss River between Ashbourne
and Lake Alexandrina.

Our primary focus since then has been on repairing and improving
the riparian environment along a 10km section of the Finniss River,
upstream of the Alexandrina Road bridge, where our volunteers
spend the mornings of the 3rd Saturday of each month in hands-on
weed reduction and some replacement planting.

Finniss Catchment Group
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In 2021-22, Finniss Catchment Group funds of
$3,000 were used to supplement a $10,000 Hills
& Fleurieu Landscape Board grant, allowing
employment of professional weed contractors
to address those woody weeds whose removal
exceeds our capabilities. As a result of both the
volunteer and professional input, we continue to
see a good regrowth of native species.
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 The river flowing Getting hands dirty planting

Water Monitoring

The other major effort for the group is the ongoing Water
Monitoring activity.

The Finniss River ceased flowing over summer and autumn,
with flow starting again at Braeside Road on the first day of
winter. Since the BioBlitz was held in late May this year only
small and isolated waterholes were available for sampling, with
the Ashbourne site being completely dry for the first time. Five
of our members attended and, despite the paucity of samples,
the diversity of species was still evident. We sighted a water
scorpion and five species of Caddis fly larvae that were new to
us.

Yundi - FIN 550
Kuitpo - MEA 200
Spring Gully - BUL 400
Ashbourne - BUL 300
Braeside Road - FIN 200
Winery Road - FIN 009

Waterwatch data are now being loaded into a new portal at the Atlas of Living Australia on the SA
Waterwatch page. The sites we monitor are listed as:

The monthly water sampling has continued throughout winter with good flows produced by higher
rainfall in the upper catchment. As in the past year, the water quality data does not show any
reasons for concern.



The Flaxley Landcare Group is involved in protecting remnant vegetation, riparian
areas and revegetated linking corridors on member’s properties, sustainable
farming and supporting members through sharing information and education.  

2021-22

Weed control continued in remnant vegetation and planted corridors on
landowner’s properties, and on the Trees for Life Bushcare site on the
Strathalbyn Rd removing woody weeds, euryops and Aunt Eliza and in the
Council reserve on the Angas River removing broom and gorse. 

Flaxley Landcare Group
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 Participation in a rabbit control program coordinated
across a number of properties in the previous year
significantly reduced numbers. This resulted in less
damage to pastures and more regeneration of native
plants in remnant vegetation areas.

The Ashbourne Primary School included a visit to the
water reserve in their field trip exploring catchment
issues along the Angas River.

We thank Trees for Life, Bush for Life program and
their volunteers for their support and work in the Bush
for Life site.

          

New members are very welcome. More details are
available from our website;
http://users.tpg.com.au/welsh2/flaxleylandcare/index.html

http://users.tpg.com.au/welsh2/flaxleylandcare/index.html


Goolwa Coastcare
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Goolwa dunes 
Tokuremoar reserve
Golfview Road private heritage scrub
Slaughter reserve 
Goolwa beach
Newell Avenue reserve
Bradford Reserve 
Bristow-Smith reserve backing onto the South Lakes Golf-course and Pitt
Street reserve. 

Group objective: To protect, extend and manage the natural environment and
biodiversity of the Goolwa area through active on-ground works and awareness
raising activities. 

The aim of our efforts is to lead to the overall improvement of the area for the
benefit of wildlife, ecosystems and the people who love, live and visit the area.  

2021-22 has been a really productive year and has seen a wide range of
activities delivered through our regular fortnightly working bees and involvement
with various planning and consultation activities. Over the course of the year we
held 14 working bees for 2 hours each to achieve more than 150 hours of
volunteer time to manage a range of coastal reserves including;

 We undertook extensive bushland weeding, in-fill planting of local coastal native plants through
our revegetation sites and within some existing remnants and the removal of tree guards from
earlier plantings. Several new members joined us this year, whilst others retired. Thanks to all for
your dedication and time with this group. 

Big Bombora Breakfast

Every year we celebrate our achievements with a Big
Breakfast at Bomobra Café paid for by the Goolwa
coastcare Group. It is always a great event with lots
of laughs.

Thank-you to Goolwa to Wellington LAP, Alexandrina
Council, Murraylands and Riverland Landscape
Board and Hills and Fleurieu Landscape Board for
the funding, support and assistance you provide, it
makes it much easier to get things done on the
ground, where it counts.

 
 Working bee at 'Beach Road Swamp'. 

This area was thick with Gazania 5 years ago.



Hindmarsh Island Landcare
Group
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2021-22 year was another busy and successful year. 

In the region of 100,000 plants in at many sites across the Island.

We had multiple successful grant applications including Murray-
Darling Healthy Rivers Program, Alexandrina Council Community
Environment Grant, Coca-Cola Foundation Grant and a Queens
Jubilee Grant.

Our planting team this year has
included the following people: Luke
Abberley, Peter Ashforth, Lee and Manu
Broeckelmann, Shane Davis, Ian Geisler,
Sam Glazbrook, Terry Joy, James
Moffett, Bridie O’Reilly, Darcy Kane and
Richard Owen.
 
Ian Geisler needs to be acknowledged
again for his consistent effort in
disinfecting lots and lots of our tubes
throughout the planting season.

Special thanks to Sam Glazbrook, our new nursery manager,
for all of his support in keeping the plants coming out. This
year this has involved lots of changes, flexibility because of
alterations to some private sites plant numbers and species,
keeping records of our changes for our accountability to our
private landowners and other projects.

Finally a big thanks to Pauline our chair, Margaret our
secretary, Dee our treasurer for keeping track of our many
and varied funding sources, and our committee, all of our
volunteers and our landowners, both public and private.

Start of planting season guided walk

The nursery abundant with plants



Kanmantoo-Callington
Landcare Group
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Seed Orchard wosrkshop 

Greening the Bremer information session

The Kanmantoo-Callington Landcare Group has had an
unusually busy and successful year. In March we won the
2021 Australian Community Media Landcare Community
Group Award. Four of our members attended the
presentation night in Adelaide, and one travelled to Sydney
to represent the group at the National Landcare Awards.
These events are valuable for the connections made. The
KCLG has been caring for our environment for 28 years and
we were very pleased to be acknowledged.

A partnership with Birds SA to establish a Native Seed
Orchard for 5,000 grasses & forbs at a property owned by
two of our members. We plan for the seed to be used in a
direct seeding project at Monarto Woodlands. The KCLG
and Birds SA have both been lobbying the SA government
to preserve five large blocks of land surrounded by
Monarto plantings.  

Other significant achievements include: 

The Greening the Bremer project, which supports landholders along the Bremer River and its
tributaries. So far 25 landholders are involved. They attended an information and  management
workshop and 1,800 local plants were given out. We have also received two grants to supply
basic management plans, fencing, and a paddock trees program. This is a long-term project.

 
 Working Bees at Callington Nature Garden
and Steele Rd Reserve. Our annual
Community Planting attracted 27
community members & extended the
revegetation along the Bremer River.

The support of GWLAP, Landscapes SA and the
Mount Barker & Murray Bridge Councils has
been invaluable.  



Macclesfield Bushcare
Group
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The Bushcare Group is helping to protect, conserve and restore the native flora
and fauna habitat in Macclesfield’s reserves using minimal disturbance weed
control methods in areas of high biodiversity and by planting local native
species, to improve habitat, in areas that are more degraded.

 

The group holds its monthly working bees in the reserves in Macclesfield and some of our
dedicated volunteers spend considerable additional time working in the reserves. Weeds
controlled included removal of gorse, sparaxis and monadenia in the Day Paddock; control of ivy,
broom, gorse and bridal creeper in the Night Paddock; control of sparaxis, broom and monadenia
in the Cemetery Reserve; broad leaf weeds and exotic grasses, ash, ivy and broom in Crystal Lake
park; and wild rose, blackberry and prunus in The Gummy Track. 

 

developing interpretive signage promoting cultural and natural values for three of the reserves 
running a half-day field trip along the Angas River to discuss Watercourse Management with
the assistance of Ben Simon from the Goolwa to Wellington Local Action Planning Group.
Twenty participants visited 4 private properties and two of the Council reserves and discussed
weed control, re-vegetation and habitat enhancement. They were all very different sites with
different problems and management issues

Over the last year, with the assistance of a Grassroots grant from the Hills and Fleurieu Landscape
Board, and support from the District Council of Mt Barker, we have partnered with Peramangk
traditional custodians to promote the cultural and natural values of Macclesfield’s waterways and
reserves. This project has involved: 

Watercourse management field trip, Angas River

through a community planting day, and with the assistance
of students from the Macclesfield Primary School,
undertaking additional planting in 2 reserves
planning for an event, “Discover@ Crystal Lake” to launch
the interpretive signs and connect with nature and culture
on Country at Crystal Lake on 16 October 2022, as part of
the Nature Festival. This will be a family friendly event
which will include a wide range of free nature based
activities
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We have been lucky enough to be able to improve our social media
access and with the assistance of Kate, Darcy, Hika and Nori to set up
a Facebook account, Instagram account and to update our pages on
the Macclesfield History Group’s website.
www.macclesfieldhistory.com.au/bushcare.html

The Bushcare group has joined the Eastern Fleurieu Community
Environmental Alliance and is one of the alliance partners in a grant
from the Australian Government’s Murray–Darling Healthy Rivers
Program which was obtained through the assistance of the GWLAP.
Through the grant we look forward to continuing a focus on enhancing
riparian areas along the Angas River including existing reserves and
working with 2 new landholders.

We look forward to better supporting our volunteers in the coming year with safety equipment and
tools, through funding from a Grass Roots grant from the Hills and Fleurieu Landscape Board.

Our thanks to our dedicated volunteers, to the Mt Barker District Council, the Hills and Fleurieu
Landscape Board, the Goolwa to Wellington LAP, the Federal Department of Climate Change,
Energy, Environment and Water, and to Trees for Life.

Bushcare day, May 2022
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Prospect Hill Bushland
Group
The Prospect Hill Bushland Group is a collective of private landowners
who work cooperatively to protect, maintain and enhance remnant
bushland across 400ha of properties along the Bull Creek Range between
Prospect Hill and McHarg Creek on the beautiful Fleurieu Peninsula in
South Australia. This rare remnant is home to at least 100 threatened
species including mammals, birds, fish, frogs and plants. Over the past 20
years the PHBG has treated weeds in over 70ha of land through several
grants and thousands of volunteer hours.

In 2021-2022 we continued our core volunteer monthly
bushcare working bees and also administered several grants.
Including:
· Linking Landscapes grant: This project works across
Heritage Agreement Properties or properties soon to have
Heritage Agreements to control invasive weed species.
· Murray Darling Basin Healthy Rivers (Alliance grant). To
extend our historic weed control work along our catchment
zones of the upper Finniss and supports some of our re-
planting projects.
· Pygmy Possum monitoring project with Conservation
Volunteers Australia. This project continues across several
properties where around 30 Pygmy Possum boxes have been
installed and monitored for signs of Pygmy Possums – so far
only Yellow Footed Antechinus have be found.

Landscapes SA Grass Roots Grants:
· “Seeds to Seedlings” We worked with Dan
Duval from the SA Seed Conservation centre
and Ben Simon to propagate over 1000 rare
(and difficult to grow) plants which we are now
planting back into select locations on our
properties.
· “Community Baseline Monitoring of Wildlife
in Ti Tree Creek” Soon to commence this
project will focus upon monitoring sections of
our groups creek lines for Bandicoots and other
rare or pest fauna to better inform future
management actions.
Similar projects are planned to continue into the
future till our properties are overflowing with
abundant biodiversity!
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