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Goolwa to Wellington Local Action Planning Association has been working to restore the environment in the SA
Murray-Darling Basin since 1998. GWLAP is a community based not-for-profit organisation, managed by a board
of volunteers and supported by a range of funding partners and fee-for-service activities.

GWLAP undertakes revegetation, bushcare and other projects on both private and public land across a diverse
range of landscapes. We work with and support local community groups and individuals to undertake on-ground
works.

Why Goolwa to Wellington?

Our region as a LAP was set in 1998, and encompasses all of the plains and catchments flowing directly into
Lake Alexandrina between Goolwa and Wellington. This includes the Bremer/Barker, Angas and Finniss River
catchments, Sandergrove, Monarto South, Mulgundawa and Brinkley plains areas, the western half of Lake
Alexandrina including Hindmarsh Island and Mundoo Islands and the River Murray Mouth.

Today, we are able to complete project work beyond this boundary.

Why Local Action Planning?

Local Action Planning groups were set up in the SA Murray-Darling Basin to develop and implement plans to
facilitate activities addressing environmental issues in the region. Local Action Planning provided community a
vehicle to decide how plans were put into reality. Almost 25 years on, Local Action Planning is as relevant and
important as ever as a means to achieve significant restoration to the landscape.

Our vision:
To create an environment where human activity and natural ecosystems can sustainably co-exist.

Our mission:
To work with local communities to protect and restore biodiversity and sustainably manage our natural
resources.



OUR BOARD AND STAFF 2021-22
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GWLAP Board

Keith Parkes (Chair)
Anne Welsh (Vice-chair)
Margaret Wilksch OAM (Treasurer)
Janet Klein (Secretary)
Derek Fenton (Public Officer)
Barry Lincoln
Cr Harry Seager
Bruce Brooks
Cr Ian Grosser
Dana Miles

 

GWLAP Staff

Ross Oke (General Manager)
Keren Stagg (Finance and Administration Manager)
Aaron Cheesman (Project Manager Operations)
Ben Simon (Senior Project Officer)
Leah Hunter (Project Officer)
Alyssa Lovelock (Project Officer)
Sarah Ansell (Community Engagement Officer)

Works Crew

Dylan Oke                                   Anna Hobbs
Natasha Hollitt                          Adam Burford
Alan Bateman                            Alex Burt
Cooper Geue                              Michelle McMahon
Alice Gilbert
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CHAIRPERSON'S REPORT

 Navigating 2021-22 has again required us to adapt to the impacts of Covid-19. I am grateful to GWLAP staff and
board members for their willingness to be flexible and whilst there have been some challenges with events needing
to be rescheduled or altered, we have been able to continue our work with manageable disruption.

GWLAP has continued to adjust well to the new Landscapes SA system. Along with our strong working relationship
with the Hills and Fleurieu Landscapes Board, we maintain links with the Murraylands and Riverland Landscapes
Board and have formed new connections with Green Adelaide. Our work with other Environment Centres and Natural
Resource Centres as part of the Greater Adelaide Environment Network is an exciting new opportunity for
strengthening the collective efforts of community-based environmental organisations. 

A very pleasing example has been the successful bid for federal funding to support on ground environmental works
delivered collectively by groups within the newly formed Eastern Fleurieu Community Environmental Alliance
(EFCEA). GWLAP is proud to support the work of the alliance and to have assisted in coordinating this project.

The scope of our on ground work has increased somewhat this year as GWLAP continues to deliver a range of
environmental projects. The Alexandrina Community Nursery again propagated more than 40,000 seedlings, made
possible with the help of a dedicated crew of volunteers. We have also supported other community nurseries with
orders for projects, taking our total number of seedlings to around 60,000 for the year.
A highlight has been the construction of visitor trails at Lawari Conservation Park and other visitor infrastructure
such as artist-designed bird hides at Murrundi and Clayton Bay and additional trails at Point Sturt Landcare Reserve.
With associated revegetation work, these projects combine environmental restoration with recreation and visitation
to further connect people with nature.

As projects funded to support post-fire works with landholders affected by the 2019 Cudlee Creek bushfire wind up,
we are pleased to have secured funding to support further habitat restoration works across several Fleurieu parks.
Forming the core areas for flora and fauna conservation in our region, it is encouraging to be able to boost the efforts
of volunteers with targeted weed control works by contractors and strategic revegetation to extend habitat.

Our Fee for Service, social enterprise arm continues to grow, with field crew also working on grant-funded projects
right across our region. A wide range of skills and knowledge is held within the ranks and we look forward to further
developing our capacity to deliver high quality on-ground works throughout the region.

Overall, 2021-22 has been a successful year. The coming year, 2022-23 is shaping up to be a year of further change
for GWLAP. Jacqui Wilson, Community Engagement Officer has taken up a new opportunity and she will be dearly
missed. Jacqui has worked for GWLAP for over ten years and has been instrumental in building strong connections
with partners, community groups and volunteers. We wish Jacqui every success in her new role and welcome Sarah
Ansell to GWLAP as her replacement. In the short time that Sarah has been with us, she has quickly learned the
ropes, brought new ideas with her and become a valuable and integral member of the GWLAP team.

 

Keith Parkes
Chairperson, Goolwa to Wellington Local Action Planning Association
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GENERAL MANAGER'S REPORT

The philosopher, poet and naturalist, Henry Thoreau once said that “Success comes to those who are too busy to be
looking for it”. This is not our strategy but sometimes it feels like this is our lived experience! Throughout 2021/22
and into 2022/23, we have been both busy and successful: good problems to have, as the saying goes. 

Of course, it is one thing to be busy and quite another to be productive. I am pleased to report that the scope and
range of our activities for the past 12 months, and moving into 2022/23, have been highly productive, innovative and
have made important contributions to our aims. The hard work of our staff and board has resulted in quality projects
being formulated, funded and delivered. A sample of these is included in this report and they highlight our ongoing
capacity and success.

Additional challenges have also been met. COVID-19 has presented obstacles that we have dealt with one way or
another. Changes to regional boundaries and a new State Government have influenced our operating environment and
presented new opportunities that we have embraced. A long-serving and highly valued staff member, Jacqui Wilson,
has moved on, resulting in our network expanding via Jacqui’s new role and a new highly valued staff member, Sarah
Ansell, joining our team. And we have certainly been busy!

As a member of the newly formed Greater Adelaide Environment Network, we are forging new connections with the
other Centres and Green Adelaide. We have supported a successful funding application for on ground works led by a
collective of community groups operating under the banner of the Eastern Fleurieu Community Environment Alliance.
Another successful funding application was made in collaboration with landholders at Prospect Hill to undertake a
project that aims to facilitate learning and understanding of Traditional Owners’ burning practices and how this can
support ecological restoration and fuel reduction goals. Further trails have been constructed and more habitat
planting has occurred in Lawari Conservation Park and seedlings have been grown by volunteers at Alexandrina
Community Nursery as well as by other community nurseries including those operated by Ngarrindjeri Traditional
Owners. 

In addition, we have secured, and we are directing more resources to managing weed threats and revegetating key
Fleurieu parks. Additional funding has been secured to undertake further ecological restoration around the Lower
Lakes. And we are involved in new emerging frameworks for greater collaboration and more effective collective action
to halt and reverse the decline in populations of threatened birds across the Mount Lofty Ranges. We have developed
a strategy to support increased uptake of Regenerative Agriculture and supported other community-based efforts in
this area. Several other biodiversity conservation projects involving groups of private landholders are also continuing.
Our social enterprise activities continue to grow, along with our reputation for doing good quality work and providing a
great service. The Flows for the Future project, Bremer River water monitoring and the Angas Bremer Water
Management Committee all continued to be supported by GWLAP in 2021/22.

I thank the GWLAP Board for their continued support and again acknowledge our great staff, contractors, community,
project and funding partners for their efforts, achievements and willingness to adapt and respond to the challenges
we face. I hope that you enjoy reading this report which highlights some of what we have achieved together in
2022/23.

Ross Oke
General Manager, Goolwa to Wellington Local Action Planning Association Inc.
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TREASURER'S REPORT

2021-22 (FY22) was a very productive year for GWLAP. Increased support from our funding partners allowed us to
continue to repair and enhance local habitats, expand our workforce and purchase some additional equipment for
our on-ground-works (OGW) projects. 

Total income earned for the year was $1,560,126 which was $554,842 (155%) higher than the total income of
$955,285 achieved in 2020-21, and a level not seen since the CLLMM project came to an end in 2017.
The main driver of this growth in total income was a considerable increase of $568,296 in Federal Grant funding
received ($631,876 vs $63,580 in FY21). State Government Grant funding also increased by $74,787 during 2021-22
($324,161 vs $249,374 in FY21) whilst Other Grant funding and Fee-for Service funding both decreased slightly.
Nursery sales totalled $62,681 which was an increase of $32,370 from FY21.

A six yearly comparison of total income received by GWLAP plus an overall funding breakdown for FY22 by category
appear below. The “Grants Other” funding category includes income received from Landcare Australia, Nature
Foundation, Alexandrina and Mt Barker Councils, whilst the “Fee for Service – Other” funding category includes
income from Nature Foundation, Landcare Australia, Angas Bremer Water Management Committee, Corporate
enterprises, Community Landcare groups and individual landholders. The GWLAP Alexandrina Community Nursery
continues to grow therefore has been split out as a separate income category this year.

In-kind finance and administration support was provided to the Angas River Catchment Group, Prospect Hill
Bushcare Group, Goolwa Coast Care Group, The Million Trees Project and the Nairne Landcare Group.

 



GWLAP TOP 10 FUNDING PROVIDERS FOR FY22

Organisation Amount Details

Department of Agriculture and Water Resources 466,887
$173.3k MDB Economic Development Grant, 

$153k Environment Restoration Fund, 
$140.6k Healthy Rivers programme

Hills & Fleurieu Landscape Board 237,713
$161.6k Landscape Priority fund/Green Adelaide grant, 
$41.6k Grass Roots Grants, $34.5k FFS OGW projects

Department of Industry, Science, Energy & Resource 164,989
$99.9k Bushfire Recovery Grant, $45k Cultural Burning Grant, 

$10k Queen's Jubilee Grant,  $10k Building Better Regions Fund

Department for Environment & Water 146,338
$140.3k Flows for the Future, $2k Nursery sales, $2k rent, 

$2k FFS OGW projects

Nature Foundation 120,503
$65.2k FFS OGW and Community Engagement projects, 

$40.5k Linking Landscapes Grant, $14.8k Wildlife Recovery Grant

Murraylands and Riverlands Landscape Board 72,320
$37.7k Grass Roots Grants, $20k Coastal and Wetland monitoring, 

$9.6k FFS Community Engagement projects, $5k rent

Mount Barker District Council 52,730
$24k FFS OGW projects,  $17.7k Mt Barker Wildlife Gardening

project, 
$10.5k Nursery sales, $700 Nairne Landcare grant

Native Vegetation Council 48,250 Balance of funding for Redgum Revival project

Landcare Australia Ltd 43,188
$26.6k FFS OGW projects, $11k Syngenta Monarto Fire Recovery

Grant, 
$4k WIRES Grant, $1.6k Coca-Cola Grant

Angas Bremer Water Management Committee 25,264 FFS Project Co-ordination, Finance, Administration services

Total income received from Top 10 funding providers 1,378,181  

TREASURER'S REPORT
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Total expenditure for FY22 was $1,353,354
which is an increase of $207,335 from last
year. In FY22 GWLAP expanded its OGW
Field crew to have the capacity necessary
to cover this year’s planting season and
various other OGW projects. GWLAP also
employed an additional two part time
Project Officers to deliver the Regenerative
Agriculture projects. Assets purchased for
the year included a Kanga Digger which was
used to build the trails on Hindmarsh Island
for the MDB Economic Development Grant.
GWLAP also purchased an additional motor
vehicle at the beginning of FY22 which,
along with increased fuel and running costs,
resulted in higher motor vehicle costs
overall. 

The following table details the Top 10 funding providers who supported GWLAP during FY22.

The above graph shows an overall breakdown of how our FY22 OGW funding was spent. Project Officer salaries have
been included and were allocated according to approximate time spent on each category.



Margaret Wilksch
Treasurer, Goolwa to Wellington Local Action Planning Association Inc.

The majority of the OGW funds received during FY22 were spent on pest plant and animal control / threat abatement
($219k). Revegetation ($199k), community engagement ($159k) and watercourse restoration ($116k) continue to be a
core focus of GWLAP, followed by landscaping and trails ($95k), monitoring and evaluation ($50k) and fencing &
waterpoints ($33k).

Overall GWLAP achieved a net surplus of $206,772 for FY22 vs a deficit of $140,735 in FY21. It should be noted that the
timing of income and expenditure for individual projects can occur over consecutive financial years. For example,
GWLAP received $45k for the initial instalment of the Cultural Burn Grant and $91k for the Healthy Rivers Alliance Grant
towards the end of FY22, however expenditure for these projects will not commence until FY23.

We wish to thank all who contributed to our funding this year and look forward to your ongoing support in the future.

TREASURER'S REPORT
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over 1,000
attendees at

events

08 GWLAP | ANNUAL REPORT 2021-22

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

GWLAP delivered a wide range of events this year, whatever the interest, from bats, soil, butterflies and birds,
there was plenty of opportunity for people to be involved in nature education. With the resignation of our
Community Engagement Officer Jacqui Wilson being a sad loss for the GWLAP team, a big thank you to Project
Officer Alyssa Lovelock who filled in to ensure the end of financial years events continued to go ahead as
planned. 

Eastern Fleurieu Community Environmental Alliance

GWLAP continued to support the Eastern Fleurieu Community Environmental Alliance,
which resulted in a successful joint funding application for 6 member groups through
the Healthy Rivers Grant. This funding will achieve significant on ground works across
the eastern Fleurieu region. The Alliance has held regular meetings during the year to
share information, network and build strategic relationships. The group enjoyed a
field trip of member project sites in late 2021, and a second event is being planned
for late 2022. 

Mount Barker Wildlife Gardening

Running for four years now, this project is a
partnership between GWLAP and Mount Barker
Council. Encouraging planting of native plants,
subsidised plant packs are made available to residents
of the council area. 200 packs (4000 seedlings) were
made available online and sold out within a week of
release. Five collection events were held across Mount
Barker, Meadows and the Hills, with events being a
great opportunity to chat with people about the
benefits of native plants in the garden. Feedback
received was that people were very impressed with the
variety and quality of the seedlings. 

A big thank you to Ben and  the volunteers at the
Alexandrina Community Nursery for growing the plants
for this project.

Mount Barker Wildlife Gardening distribution at
Nairne

Community Nursery sharing sessionEFCEA bus trip



Bremer Water Monitoring

Schools

First Nations Cultural sessions

South Coast workshops 

Other events and activities

Into it's fourth year, regular volunteers collect water
samples during the flow season. Samples are tested for
turbidity and salinity to build a database of water quality in
the catchment.

We conducted several talks to local schools, including a
very popular bat talk at Investigator College. 

We were excited to be involved in several cultural
awareness sessions, one of the highlights being a Ratalang
Bush Tucker Walk with Mark Koolmatrie.

Several workshops were held in the Goolwa area, reaching a
new audience. Habitat Islands for Farm Dams and Wildlife
Gardening were a couple of the more popular events.

25 e-newsletters
sent to 1,164
subscribers
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Soil Pit field trip at Mount Observation

Getting Curious with Water for Nature

We continued our partnership with Nature Foundation, delivering several
events in the Riverland region. Focusing on wetland habitats, vegetation and
wildlife, a highlight was the well attended Ramco Bird Walk at Ramco
Lagoon near Waikerie where participants saw White-faced Herons, Black
Swans and Regent Parrots. 

 

145 social media posts
reaching 26,080 people



REGENERATIVE AGRICULTURE
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Regenerative Agriculture Conference, Clayton Bay

Workshops out in the field

Profitable Farming, Healthy Communities Development Strategy
 

This six month project aimed to raise the level of engagement and
begin the development of a regenerative agriculture hub that
supports farmers and land managers in increasing their
regenerative land management practices.

A draft engagement strategy was produced in consultation with
key stakeholders. Experts and new members of the regenerative
agriculture community across Australia provided input into the
development of this strategy which will guide the ongoing support
for the community in this space.

To support the delivery of this strategy and to deliver practical
resources for people looking to develop their knowledge, a
Knowledge Bank has also been developed for the community to
access and is expected to be made available on the GWLAP
website shortly.

GWLAP worked in partnership with the Hills and Fleurieu Landscape Board to support their Regenerative
Network. This project supported one of the four groups in this network and continues to engage current
and new members to participate in bi-monthly meetings where members share experiences and farm
walks to learn together. This Eastern Mount Lofty Regenerative Agriculture Group has 24 current members
and continues to grow.

The project also supported two Regenerative Agriculture events in the local area - Resilient Soils workshop
at Milang with around 50 attendees and Supporting Regenerative Agriculture conference (delivered by
Clayton Bay Nursery and Environment Group), in Clayton Bay in August with 80 attendees.

We thank Rowena Danks, Rachel Williams and Derek Fenton for their enthusiastic work on this initiative. 
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ON-GROUND WORKS PROGRAM

GWLAP Field Staff have had a busy and varied year, working on a number of grant funded and fee for service
projects. Works undertaken included spray work, woody weed control, nursery propagation, slashing,
revegetation and wetland pumping. 

African boxthorn: Before and after control at Watchalunga

Ongoing site maintenance of the SEB area at the
Springlake Development at Mt Barker
Weed control at Millbrook Park, Strathalbyn
(Martin Road Developments)
Planting along the new walking trail leading to the
Mount Barker Regional Sports Hub, Prospect Hill
and Harrogate Road (Mt Barker District Council)
Weed control at Alec Johnson Park - Hahndorf,
weed control along fire affected roads around
Harrogate (Mount Barker District Council) 
Post burn weed control at Chapel Hill and Jupiter
Creek (Department of Mines and Energy)
Roadside Boxthorn Control at Jervois
(Murraylands and Riverland Landscape Board)
Site maintenance and revegetation at
Watchalunga Reserve at Finniss, Wetland pumping
for Latham’s Snipe at Milang (Nature Foundation)
African Lovegrass Control between Mt Compass,
Goolwa and Ashbourne (Hills and Fleurieu
Landscape Board)
Weed control program along the Sir Richard
Peninsula (Hills and Fleurieu Landscape Board /
SA Water)
Woody weed control along the Finniss River
(Finniss Catchment Group)

Fee for Service - Council, State Government and
other NGO's

 

Rose control and revegetation at Inman Valley
Blackberry control at Finniss and McHarg Creek
Heritage agreement boxthorn surveying and control 

Allocasuarina glauca control at Point Sturt
Fence construction near Strathalbyn
Weed control along the Bremer River at Salem
Revegetation and weed control in Heritage agreement 

Weed control and revegetation at several sites around
Harrogate from multiple funding sources (Nature
Foundation Wildlife Recovery Grant, Australian
Government Wildlife and Habitat Bushfire Recovery
Program, WIRES- Landcare Wildlife Relief & Recovery
Grants)
Weed control and revegetation – several sites at
Monarto (Syngenta and Landcare Australia Grant,
Murraylands and Riverland Landscape Board
Grassroots Grant)
Weed control and planting at Kyeema Conservation
Park, Bullock Hill Conservation Park (Australian
Government Environmental Restoration Fund) 
Revegetation and trail construction at Lawari
Conservation Park (Australian Government Economic
Development Program)
Weed control and revegetation at Tolderol Game
Reserve (Murray Darling Healthy Rivers Program)

Fee for service - Private land holders

       near Clayton Bay

       bushland at Strathalbyn

Grant funded projects

GWLAP works crew



REVEGETATION WORKS

Left & Right: Revegetation at Tolderol Game Reserve
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An excellent effort made by the works crew enabled the planting of 40,000 seedlings in the 2022 planting season. To
achieve this, early plantings began in May with 8,000 seedlings planted at Lawari Conservation Park funded by the
Australian Government under the Murray-Darling Basin Economic Development Program. Thanks go to the Hindmarsh
Island Landcare Group and Clayton Bay Nursery and Environment Group who were able to supply seedlings of excellent
quality for early planting.

During this period field crew were also
engaged in carrying out control and
mapping of priority on land managed
by SA Water along the Sir Richard
Peninsula and Goolwa Barrages (see
map below). Funding for this project
was provided by SA Water to the Hills
and Fleurieu Landscape Board to
manage the project, with GWLAP
contracted to carry out on-ground
works. The field crew
comprehensively covered a significant
area of land, with a highlight of the
work being the control of over 1,500
African boxthorn plants. 

Following this, 4,500 seedlings were established at Tolderol Game Reserve, grown by the Ngarrindjeri Lands Progress
Association at Meningie. Works were funded through the Murray Darling Basin Healthy Rivers Program. 

On the edge of Lake Alexandrina, the planting site is an interesting area, featuring both sand dunes and low-lying damp
areas. Perennial Veldt Grass has presented a challenge to this area in the past, due to the competition for soil moisture
in summer months. A combination of lead up weed control, brush-cutting and ring spraying has resulted in good control
of the Perennial Veldt grass. Future works are planned at Tolderol Game Reserve targeting environmental weeds and
further revegetation.

Mapping of Controlled weeds on Sir Richard Peninsula Boxthorn removal underway



BIODIVERSITY PROGRAMS

2021-22 has been a busy and productive year, with a wide range of new and ongoing projects funded through
Government and private partnerships. The following projects highlight some of the key achievements. 

Coast and Wetlands Program

Funded via the Murraylands and Riverland Landscape Board, this project has been actively engaged in managing
30 hectares of coastal vegetation within 150 hectares of actively managed remnants. Through involvement of
volunteers via 10, 2 hour facilitated working bees vital follow up control of weeds was undertaken following
contractor work through the site. Professional contractors were used to undertake works that were outside of
volunteer scope and capacity and has seen a reduction of mature seeding age Victorian Tea-tree, Gazania, Acacia
cyclops, Weeping white broom, Scabiousa, Boneseed, Two leafed cape tulip, Freesia, Ramnus, Polygala and a
range of succulents. 

External funding was secured to bolster the on-ground works associated with this project to see more work done
across a further 1,500 hectares of coastal vegetation including the Goolwa Dunes, Tokuremoar reserve, Lawari
Conservation Park, Private heritage agreements and Alexandrina council reserves. Via this project we were able to
spend the time to attract a further $50,800 to undertake weed control across 1,450 hectares of key habitat for
threatened birds along the coast.

Monitoring events at priority wetlands and environmental watering events occurred at Milang Snipe Sanctuary,
Tolderol Game Reserve and wetlands on Hindmarsh Island, with plans for continued monitoring of these sites.
Input through meetings and group conversations about environmental watering of key sites occurred between
wetlands staff at Landscape Boards and Regina Durbridge. Ecological monitoring has been undertaken at all of the
wetlands agreed on between GWLAP and the Murraylands and Riverland Landscape Board staff.

 

2012: not long after starting restoration 2022: after 10 years of ongoing weed control and revegetation works

Habitat for Wildlife and Fire Impacted Farmers

This project runs until June 2023 and will see more than 21 hectares of high quality revegetation undertaken across five
properties all within areas known to support a suite of declining woodland bird species and all impacted by the 2019
Cuddle Creek Bushfires. Works involve extensive tube-stock planting and direct seeding according to target plant
communities identified for each site. Threatened flora known to the area are also being bolstered, including the planting
of more than 1,000 Nationally rare Acacia menzelii (Menzel’s wattle) and 2,000 canopy species suited to the sites.

More than 20 hectares has already been planted as part of this project, with remaining works involving some hand direct
seeding, in-fill planting and weed control work. This project is funded by Nature Foundation SA and NPWSA through the
Wildlife Recovery Fund. 
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BIODIVERSITY PROGRAMS

Seeds for Success

This Smart Farms project is supported by the Australian Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment, through
funding from Australian Government’s National Landcare Program. With a focus on simplicity and low cost, this project
has engaged with more than 20 landholders to assist in providing technical advice on native grasses via site visits and
focus field days. 

Field days offered the opportunity to learn about native grasses and the benefits with landholders and farmers able to
hand sow some rows of pre-prepared paddock with native grass seeds. Native grass resource packs were provided to
all attendees and included a packet of native grass seeds, magnifying glass for identification of grasses and several
print resources with native grass information. 

Hillgrove Resources provided some great
field learning with a group of more than 15
attendees, with technical expertise and
methodology provided via sub-contractors
EBS (Environment and Biodiversity Services)
and consultant John Crocker. These
operators have been working on native
grassy ecosystem recovery on the various
properties surrounding the open cut
operations at Kanmantoo on behalf of the
company for over a decade and it was great
to walk through areas, throw questions to
the expert panel and think about transferring
this to a paddock scenario.  
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Orange-bellied parrots (Neophema chrysogaster) 
Hooded Plover (Thinornis rubricollis) across the coastal
dunes habitat areas
Australian bittern (Botaurus poiciloptilus) within Tolderol
Reserve in particular

Habitat improvement for nationally threatened birds – Lower
Lakes / Coorong

This project is funded by the Australian Government
Environment Restoration Fund via the Department of
Industry, Science, Energy and Resources. Through targeted
control of high priority woody and herbaceous weeds across
more than 1,500 hectares of important coastal and lakeshore
habitat this project will contribute to the improvement in the
condition of habitat suitable for three Nationally threatened
bird species including;

Remnant vegetation across the entire project area will
benefit, but particularly areas known to attract and support
these species such Tokuremoar Reserve, Tolderol Game
reserve, Goolwa Dunes Heritage Agreement, Sir Richard
Peninsula and Lawari Conservation Park. 

 Tolderol Game Reserve

Native grass field day



BIODIVERSITY PROGRAMS

"Maintaining Community Momentum for Biodiversity in Monarto South "

Funded by the Murraylands and Riverland Landscape Board via Grassroots
Grants, this project is undertaking a range of on-ground actions to improve
and extend habitats for threatened flora and fauna.  Works have involved
the planting of over 4,900 seedlings through close to 30 hectares of
revegetation with species identified as being important ecosystem
components but which are currently lacking in this current revegetation. Of
the seedlings, at least 300 were regionally significant species.

The photo below has been direct seeded through foreground and
background to add key structural components plus tube-stock in-fill
through these areas to represent species not normally associated with
direct seeding but important in the target plant communities for these
areas such as Eremophila glabra, Acacia rhetinocarpa, Olearia
passerinoides ssp. Glutescens, Leptospermum corieaceum (which was
also direct seeded), Hakea mitchelii, Olearia picridifolia, Daviesia devito and
Goodenia varia. 

 
Olearia picridifolia

Kyeema Conservation Park
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Conserving Biodiversity at priority sites on the
Fleurieu Peninsula

This project is funded via the Australian
Government Environment Restoration Fund via
Department of Industry, Science, Energy and
Resources with a focus on more than 1,400
hectares of high value conservation areas.
These areas support a range of conservation
significant flora and fauna species and a
number of EPBC listed plant communities
including Fleurieu Peninsula Swamps and
Eucalyptus odorata grassy woodlands. 

At present, professional, targeted priority bushcare work is being undertaken across Kyeema Conservation Park, Mt
Magnificent Conservation Park, Cox Scrub, Finniss Conservation Park and Bullock Hill Conservation Park. Over 20,000
local native seedlings are being planted across more than 35 hectares of habitat restoration sites which directly adjoin
both Bullock Hill and Kyeema Conservation Parks. Works are focusing on returning important plant communities
including Eucalyptus ovata forest and areas of Eucalyptus leucoxylon +/- Eucalyptus odorata woodland typical to the
Sandergrove plains area near Bullock Hill. Numerous rare, vulnerable and critically endangered flora species are being
helped via planting including Allocasuarina robusta, Veronica derwentiana ssp. homaolodonta, Veronica gracilis,
Brachyscome graminaea, Coronidium gunnianum and dozens more. 

Community assistance with this project has been terrific, with DEW Parks,
Friends of Cox Scrub, SA Toyota Landscruiser Club, Forestry SA and local
people of the area and adjoining the parks all helped to make this year’s
planting events work well. We enjoyed a great planting day at Kyeema with over
20 people helping get seedlings in pre-dug holes. 

Left: The successful planting event at Kyeema old prison farm



BIODIVERSITY PROGRAMS

Critical habitat restoration for wildlife affected by the Cudlee Creek fire

This project was funded by the Federal Department of Agriculture Water
and the Environment, and engaged with landholders to undertake habitat
restoration and reconstruction across three separate sites totaling 200
hectares within the fire scar of the 2019 Cudlee Creek bushfire. Works
involved fencing watercourse, revegetation of local plant communities,
installation of nest boxes by professional arborists, planting of 4,000+
seedlings, baseline bird surveys, erosion control works and the
introduction of a pole camera to our monitoring devices for the
organisation. 

This project has been completed and was successfully undertaken to a
high standard. 

Installation of nesting boxes

Continued co-operative management of the Prospect Hill Biodiversity
Hotspot

This project is supported via Nature Foundation and National Parks and
Wildlife SA. This is a long-term, landscape scale bushland restoration
partnership within the Bull Creek range consisting of more than 279
hectares of contiguous high value remnant vegetation under heritage
agreement status across seven owners. This area then adjoins another
1,300 hectares of remnant bush across this range. 

A key focus is working in collaboration with landholders and professional
contractors to see this large contiguous patch of remnant vegetation
improved via effective weed control. Landholders are undertaking in-kind
via collective working bees to follow-up works and seek other
complimentary projects to improve the greater area for conservation. Work
is also involving the collection of seed for the Prospect Hill seed bank. 
Thanks to all involved including the skilled contractors working on these
sites. 

Prospect Hill working bee

Healthy Rivers

Funded by the Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment, 
this project works with an alliance of groups including the Friends of
Cox Scrub, Angus River Catchment Group, Macclesfield Bushcare
Group and the Prospect Hill Bushland Group. 

Works are focusing on a range of priorities as identified by groups and
centre around bushland restoration via the management of weeds and
other threats, with a priority on areas of watercourse and catchments. 
Activities are underway, with a number of professional contractors
undertaking works now on sites coupled with community group and
landholder in-kind. 
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CONNECTING PEOPLE WITH NATURE

South Coast and Lower Lakes Visitor Facilities 

We have been busy over the past 12 to 18 months on some exciting projects improving visitor facilities at Wellington,
Clayton Bay, Hindmarsh Island and Point Sturt.

The stepping stones section at Point Sturt

The photo below shows the “bird hide loop” section of trail at
Lawari constructed in early 2022. Mulch was used adjoining
the path to add to the amenity and reduce weeds. Mundoo
Chanel can be seen with Lake Alexandrina and the start of the
Coorong behind. The total new trail length this year is 1.75 km.

Complementing the trail construction is the planting of a
further 8,000 local native plants in the vicinity this year to
improve habitat for local fauna and enhance the amenity of the
area for visitors. Plants were grown by the Hindmarsh Island
Landcare Group and the Clayton Bay Nursery and Environment
Group with the assistance of dedicated volunteers.
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The Goolwa to Wellington Local Action Planning Association
(GWLAP) has undertaken the projects with funding from the
Australian Government under the Murray–Darling Basin
Economic Development Program. These projects have been a
fantastic opportunity for Goolwa to Wellington Local Action
Planning Association Inc. (GWLAP) to work with local community
groups, National Parks and Wildlife SA (DEW) and local
contractors.

Part of the bird hide loop trail



CONNECTING PEOPLE WITH NATURE
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At Point Sturt Landcare Reserve the existing trail was
extended and an additional loop trail added. A stepping stone
‘causeway’ allowing free movement of water in the
ephemeral swamp was constructed in place of the old track,
to permit safe access to the lake edge where existing seating
was enhanced (see photo above left).

Bird watchers at Clayton Bay now have more ways to enjoy
seeing or photographing local birdlife with the installation of
new bird hides adjacent to walking trails and overlooking the
“Duck’s Hospital”, Dunn’s lagoon. And visitors to Murrundi
Wetland Reserve at Wellington will appreciate the new
additional shelter installed, along with a new bird hide
overlooking the wetland.

Looking through the bird hide

The bird hides, made from weathered steel feature
artistically designed cut-outs at various heights to suit bird
watchers of all ages and heights. Advice on the design was
provided by John Gitsham of Birds SA and the hides feature
natural timber ledges to provide support for the use of
binoculars or cameras through larger gaps in the screens
(see photo right).

Part of the trail constructed in 2021 from the Murray Mouth to Mundoo Drive. 
This comprised 750 metres of trail and 20 metres of boardwalk.

Work has been undertaken by local contractors and suppliers along with the GWLAP field crew. These trails form
valuable infrastructure for visitors to enjoy greater access to the reserves and have contact with nature while getting
some exercise. They give visitors the opportunity to take in water views, observe the wonderful birdlife and enjoy
walking through areas of native vegetation and reconstructed habitat. 

Nature-based tourism depends upon the attractiveness of natural areas to visitors as well as having sufficient,
quality infrastructure. The natural assets that underpin nature-based visitation to these sites are managed to a large
degree by volunteers in local groups. We have engaged with these volunteers at each location and supported their
efforts by adding significant value to sites that they have invested many unpaid hours of work into looking after. 



ALEXANDRINA COMMUNITY NURSERY

Nursery Manager: Ben Simon, GWLAP 

Since October 2016, The GWLAP has been managing the Alexandrina community nursery and now produces more than
40,000 seedlings annually for clients including the Mount Barker and Alexandrina Council, DEW, Landscape boards,
Ecovineyards project, Encounter Lutheran college, numerous local landholders, local residents of the Fleurieu and for a
number of projects the GWLAP are currently managing. 

A very productive propagation season saw more than 40,000 seedlings produced for retail sales, orders and projects
covering more than 160 different native plant species. 

The nursery currently supports 14 wonderful volunteers who come for as long as they wish most Fridays. Thankyou so
much to you all. 

Community engagement

We supported Investigator College conservation and land management students with a detailed tour of the nursery and
our operations.

The nursery provided one on one technical advice on native plant selection and revegetation to more than 100 local
residents of the Fleurieu, primarily from the local South Coast area. 

Grants

We were fortunate to receive a grant from the Hills and Fleurieu Landscape Board for the purchase of some new nursery
benches to replace the very dangerous rusty old ones. Thankyou for the support.
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The nursery full of plants ready for their new homes



FLOWS FOR THE FUTURE

The GWLAP have been contracted by Department for Environment
and Water for the past five years to help engage with landholders
who are eligible to participate in the Flows for the Future
Program. 

This Program aims to help restore more natural flow patterns of
water flow in catchments across the Eastern Mount Lofty Ranges.
These include the Marne, Saunders, Bremer, Angas, Currency
Creek, Tookayerta and Finniss catchment areas (see map left). 

While dams are crucial because they provide water security, their
combined impact with watercourse diversions has changed the
pattern and amount of water flowing through the Eastern Mount
Lofty Ranges. Low flows are an essential part of the natural flow
regime and are needed to maintain refuge pools, support fish
breeding, and assist other natural processes in watercourse
ecosystems.

 

Catchments within the Eastern Mount Lofty
Ranges

A fenced low flow Device (left) and low flow Device (right)

To restore these natural flow patterns, low
flow devices have been installed at priority
dams and watercourse diversions to allow
low flows (at or below threshold flow rate)
to pass low flows. This year has seen a
higher rainfall than previous years and has
allowed many of the devices across
catchments in the Eastern Mount Lofty
Ranges to return crucial low flows back
into the system, benefiting each
catchment as  a whole. 

 
This year we were also engaged to invite in scope landholders on a tour of low flow devices that have been
installed. The aim of this tour was to show landholders the functionality of the devices. We had landholders attend
from different catchments within the Eastern Mount Lofty Ranges. During the tour we looked at two options that
allow low flows to continue down the system.

The tour allowed participants to ask many questions about the possible solutions to returning low flows to the
system and how they help to sustain overall catchment health.
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Flows team engagement in action






























